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was the military mind of France, and he endorsed
the wish of the Prime Minister to see a fighting
General appointed to the deputation.

THE PRIME MINISTER said that it must be
someone whom the Emperor of Russia and his
advisers would listen to. There were unpleasant
things that would have to be said and they must be
said by someone who would be taken seriously. He
begged the French Government to treat the deputa-
tion as a really serious matter. The General should
be somebody of the status and prestige of General
Castelnau. We were sending a Cabinet Minister
and one of our most brilliant Generals. Unless
the French deputation was of equal strength the
onus of the discussions would fall on us, and the
Conference might fail in its purpose. If the French
Government did not assist to the utmost of their
power, our difficulties would be greatly added to.

M. RIBOT was not afraid that the Russian
Government would not listen. He feared that
they would not execute their promises once the
deputation had left Russia.

THE PRIME MINISTER said that they would
not even listen unless those who spoke to them were
people who could speak with authority. The only
chance of a really great success in 1917 was com-
pletely effective co-operation with Russia, and the
whole campaign might depend on the authority
of the deputation now sent.

M. RIBOT said that he would inform his
colleagues and he thanked the Prime Minister for
the complete frankness that had been shown."

As a result of this short discussion, the French
Government dropped the idea of sending General